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Liberal Protestants have been influenced by a number of factors that have had a 
destructive effect on their position towards Israel and the Jewish people.  
 
In particular, liberal Protestants have, for the most part, embraced a doctrine 
known as replacement theology, either overtly or in some cases, subconsciously. 
This theology results in the belief that Israel does not have a right to exist. 
 
Replacement theology is the belief that Christians and the Church, have replaced 
Jews and Israel in the purposes of God. This belief originated with the early Church 
Fathers, just a century or two after the time of Jesus.  
 
Replacement theology is still quite prevalent in the Church today, and continues to 
be the source of serious hostility, towards Jews and the State of Israel.  
 
According to this belief, since the coming of Jesus, the Jews no longer have a role to 
play in the plan of God in human history, and thus, there is no reason for their 
continued existence.  
 
If it is true that God is finished with the Jewish people – which it isn’t – then the 
eternal covenant He made with Abraham beginning in Genesis 12 is no longer valid.  
 
IF God’s covenant with Abraham isn’t really eternal, then the promise of the 
particular land, that was included in that covenant is no longer valid.  
 
For believers in replacement theology, this means that the re-establishment of a 
Jewish State, in the land God promised to Abraham is illegitimate. 
This is how the Palestinian political agenda – which denies Israel’s right to exist – is 
made acceptable for a Christian audience. 
 
Adherence to replacement theology is only possible, through a particular method of 
biblical interpretation.  
 
Instead of interpreting words such as Israel or Jews in a literal sense, believers in 
replacement theology interpret these words, with a spiritual interpretation.  
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Through this methodology, the terms Israel and Jews do not refer to the literal 
Land of Israel, or a literal people of Israel, known as Jews since biblical times. 
Instead, Israel and Jews are understood in spiritual terms.  
 
As a result, when believers in replacement theology come across these words in the 
Bible, they interpret them as a reference to the Church and Christians.  
 
By understanding references to Israel and Jews to mean the Church and Christians, 
believers in replacement theology deny the eternal aspect of the covenant God made 
with Abraham beginning in Genesis 12, and conclude that there is no purpose in the 
continued existence of Jews, and no legitimacy for the existence of the modern 
Jewish State.  
 
Palestinian Christians have their own version of replacement theology, that replaces 
Jews in the purposes of God through the claim that Palestinians are the original 
people of the Land.  
 
According to this belief, the Jews who now live in Israel are of European descent 
and only appeared in the Land in the 19th century.  
 
If it is true that Palestinians are the original people of the Land, then Palestinians are 
the rightful owners of that Land, and they are being oppressed by illegal Jewish 
occupiers.  
 
In other words, the Jewish State is not legal. 
 
One of the logical outcomes of the belief that Palestinians – not the Jews – are the 
original people of the land, is the identification of Jesus as a Palestinian.  
 
The invention of a Palestinian Jesus and the denial of Jewish history in the land 
denies Jews the right to live there now.  
 
However, the consequence of adherence to replacement theology in liberal 
Protestantism goes much further.  
 
When Jesus is separated from his Jewishness, the way is made for Christian 
rejection of the Jewish people.  
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This is exactly what happened in Germany, in the years leading up to the 
Holocaust during WWII, which resulted in the murder of 6 million Jews 
throughout Europe. 
 
German theologians helped the Nazis by denying Jesus’ Jewish identity. 
Instead of being Jewish, Jesus was identified as an Aryan, as the Nazis carried out 
their plans to wipe out the Jewish people. 
It was necessary for the Nazis to separate Jesus from his Jewishness, to prepare a 
nation that identified as Christian, to accept the persecution and murder of the 
Jewish people. 
 
So too today – it is necessary for Palestinian Christians to separate Jesus from his 
Jewishness, in the process of winning support from Western Christians, for a 
Palestinian political movement that denies the Jewish State the right to exist. 
 
 
Historic replacement theology results in the conclusion that Jews have no right to 
exist. 
In the case of the Holocaust, this is what much of the German church believed –  
That God was finished with the Jews and they deserved to be punished for their 
unbelief. 
As a result, the German church either did nothing, or in worse cases, aided and 
abetted the Nazis as they systematically murdered Jews. 
 
Palestinian replacement theology concludes that the Jewish State has no right to 
exist and provides a foundation for Christians who oppose the existence of Israel. 
As in the case of the Holocaust, this theology can be used to justify the murder of 
Jews and the destruction of the Jewish State. 
 
 
 


