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The Rhode Island Coalition for Israel (www.ricoalitionforisrael.org), which calls itself 

“Rhode Island’s Christian/Jewish partnership in support of Israel and Judeo-Christian 

values”, today hailed the passage of the Taylor Force Act as part of the Senate 

Omnibus Finance Bill of 2018. 

“We have been fighting for the passage of this bill for a year”, says 80-year-old activist, 

Bristol resident and Israel travel organizer Luann Pezzullo of Bristol. “We demanded 

that Congress put an end to ‘pay-for-slay’. It was morally unacceptable that the 

murderer of Taylor Force, a 28-year-old West Point graduate and veteran of Iraq and 

Afghanistan, on a visit to Israel, should be rewarded by lucrative financial aid to his 

family from the Palestinian Authority – paid for by US taxpayers.”  

Pointing out that Taylor Force was only one of hundreds of victims of “subsidized 

Palestinian terror” committed against innocent victims, Pezzullo stated that some $350 

million per year was being paid to convicted terrorists and their families. 

According to testimony by Rep. Doug Lamborn of Colorado, on December 15, 2017, the 

bill’s original co-sponsor in the House, “The Palestinian Authority, led by President 

Mahmoud Abbas, gives financial rewards for terrorist attacks. The more people killed in 

an attack, the higher the financial reward. Families of terrorists receive a pension for life, 

which is triple the average salary in the West Bank, as well as a receiving free tuition 

and health insurance, a clothing allowance, and a monthly stipend. More money goes to 

these kinds of payments than go to the entire civil service of the Palestinian Authority. 

This must be stopped.” 

 

“It was morally outrageous for American taxpayers to be creating a financial incentive 

for Palestinians to commit murder,” states Mary Greene, President of RICI and faith 

leader of the Jubllee Sisters Bible Study Group.  
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While celebrating the bill’s passage, the group questioned the apparent lack of concern 

for it by the RI Congressional delegation. “When the bill passed the House Foreign 

Affairs Committee by a voice vote, I did receive a personal phone call from Rep. 

Cicilline,” says Pezzullo, who had questioned Cicilline closely at his Cumbersland Town 

Hall meeting on August 15. “I did appreciate that.” 

 

However, Ken Schneider of East Providence, named  Jewish community Volunteer of 

the Year in 2017 for his work with the  Louis & Goldie Chester Full Plate Kosher Food 

Pantry, noted, “One of the ways we evaluate our Congressional representatives is by 

the depth of their support, not just their votes. And whether or not a Representative or 

Senator ‘co-sponsors’ a piece of legislation, which means they put their personal stamp 

of approval on it, tells you where their priorities lie.” According to the website 

www.congress.gov, not one of the state’s Representatives or Senators co-sponsored 

the Taylor Force Act, “even though there were 14 Democratic co-sponsors in the House 

and 10 Democratic co-sponsors in the Senate”, adds Schneider. “This shouldn’t have 

been a partisan issue, but it appears that it was treated that way.” 

 

This impression is reinforced, according Dave Talan, RICI Vice-President, Providence 

resident and winner of the 2017 Flame-Keeper Award of the New England Association 

of Jewish Men’s Clubs, by the “self-congratulatory email messages sent to RI citizens 

by Senators Reed and Whitehouse on March 23. While both boasted of the 

achievements they supported that were included in the Omnibus Finance bill, neither 

made any mention about the Taylor Force Act.” 

 

“So we have to wonder,” asks Beverly Brozinski of Wakefield, RICI’s newest board 

member, “what does all this mean when our Congressional delegation preaches about 

social justice and human rights? Are they signaling that these values don’t really matter 

when it comes to the US role in the Arab war against the Jews?” 

 

“You can see the same thing in the mainstream media,” adds Sy Dill of Providence, a 

long-time Israel supporter and RICI board member. “This legislation marked a turning 

point in American tolerance of Palestinian terror, but you won’t find it in the headlines of 

the NY Times, the Washington Post, or the Boston Globe. It just doesn’t fit into the 

liberal narrative.” 
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