
Adam Greenman 

CEO, Jewish Alliance of RI 

March 1, 2018 

Dear Adam, 

We are in receipt of your email of February 27, regarding our February 15 meeting with you at the 

offices of the Jewish Alliance. 

That was a ground-breaking meeting, marking the first time that the Alliance has met with 

representatives from the politically conservative, pro-Israel Jewish and Evangelical Christian community.  

For your recognition that true “inclusiveness”  means opening the community dialogue beyond liberal 

Jews and denominational Christians, you are to be commended. 

We would like to address your two responses to the requests we made on behalf of the community. 

The commitment you’ve made for the Alliance to organize and sponsor a public event regarding the 

Boycott, Divest, Sanctions (BDS) movement, is also ground-breaking. The BDS movement is widely 

considered anti-Semitic. To our recollection the Alliance has never publicly confronted the issues raised 

by BDS,  and this action is long overdue. 

In regard to the event in question, we respectfully request that your staff be directed to carve out a role 

for RICI in the planning process, for our leadership has been in the forefront of educating the community 

and challenging pro-BDS activists in Rhode Island for the past several years.  We can help. 

On the other hand it was disappointing that you have declined our request that the Alliance take a 

public position urging Senators Reed and Whitehouse to support the nomination of Kenneth Marcus as 

assistant secretary for Civil Rights in the US Department of Education. Pro-Israel college students have 

been facing an aggressive and hostile campaign organized by the BDS movement toward the false end of 

painting Israel as an illegitimate apartheid state. In our view, Alliance support of Ken Marcus is called 

for, even if outside of its comfort zone as an organization. 

On balance we want to publicly commend you for your willingness and ability to think outside the box. 

Working together where interests overlap is by far the best way that we as Jewish and Christian 

Americans can support Israel, the Jewish people, and Judeo-Christian values. We look forward to 

continuing the dialog. 

Shalom and Blessings, 

Mary Greene 

President, RI Coalition for Israel 

  



 

 

Re: Follow Up From Meeting 
 
Adam Greenman  Mon, Mar 5, 2018 at 7:07 AM 
To: RI Coalition for Israel <ricoalitionforisrael@gmail.com> 

 
 

 
Hi Mary, 
 
Thanks for your letter.  When we begin planning the BDS event, I'll ask our staff to reach out to 
you.  Thanks so much, and talk to you soon! 
 
Sincerely, 
Adam 
 


