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Rhode Island Coalition for Israel (RICI) Rhode Island’s coalition of Christians and Jews who support Israel, the Jewish 
people, and traditional Judeo-Christian values, denounces Senator Jack Reed’s February 5 vote on Senate SB-1. 

On February 5, 2019, the Senate passed SB-1, the Strengthening America’s Security in the Middle East Act of 2019 (S.1) 
in a bipartisan vote of 77-23. Once passed by the House and signed by the President, this bill will: 

 codify the 10-year Memorandum of Understanding on U.S. military assistance to Israel, extend war reserve 
stockpile authority and authorize the transfer of defense articles to Israel during times of need; 

 reauthorize U.S. defense cooperation with Jordan; impose new sanctions on entities providing financing to the 
Syrian government while protecting humanitarian efforts to help Syrian civilians; and 

 explicitly authorize state and local governments to adopt and enforce measures that prevent financial 
engagement with entities engaged in BDS-related commercial discrimination, thus clarifying that states have the 
authority to pass their own anti-BDS laws and to withhold state contracts from companies boycotting Israel.  

To our outrage and surprise, the RI pro-Israel community has learned that Senator Reed voted with the minority to 
OPPOSE this bill. After an admirable career (excluding his support of the ill-advised Iran Nuclear Deal), his vote against 
SB-1 gave aid and comfort to the BDS movement, whose goal is to eliminate any Jewish state between the Jordan River 
and the Mediterranean Sea.  

His vote in effect undercut Rhode Island’s own H-7736, which forbids the state from contracting with companies that 
participate in boycotts of Israel and similar allies. He also acted against the public position of our own Governor, who has 
stated, “The goals of the BDS (Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions) movement are antithetical to our values and the 
values of our respective states”. 

The BDS movement is not about free speech; it is antisemitism. Only the Jewish State of Israel is targeted by BDS. 

In a recent interview on public radio, Senator Reed expressed a desire to remain in the Senate indefinitely. He should 
realize that his Senate vote against SB1 will affect many Rhode Islanders’ voting decisions when he next stands for re-
election in 2020. 
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