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This past week, while the US House of Representatives has been in an uproar over the anti-Semitic 

language of several of its members, RI’s delegation has been attempting to change the subject by 

sending emails about the Mueller investigation and  gun control (Cicilline), and self-congratulation 

(Langevin). The delegation has been uniformly silent over the moral corruption and slide into anti-

Semitism brought to a head by the inexcusable behavior of new member Rep. Ithan Omar, D-MN, 

whose comments about Israel and AIPAC have been widely condemned as anti-Semitic. 

As documented on his Facebook page, Rep. Cicilline took to the House floor to condemn the “bigoted 

and racist” comments of Congressman Steve King. Both Cicilline and Langevin voted “Aye” in the roll 

call vote for House Res. 41 on January 15 which censured Steve King, and ultimately led to his 

removal from all committee memberships. 

But no such public censure of fellow Democrat Rep. Iltan Omar by either of our Congressmen has yet 

surfaced, even though national petitions with upward of 75,000 names are publicly circulating,  calling 

for Omar’s removal from the House Foreign Affairs Committee, if not outright resignation from the 

Congress. She has attempted to excuse herself by claiming she is getting “educated”. But no one in 

need of “education” about anti-Semitism belongs on the sensitive Foreign Affairs Committee. 

It is time for our House members to get off the dime and hold their own party members to the highest 

standard of behavior, even those belonging to protected minorities dear to the Progressive 

movement. Anti-Semitism and white supremacy are both repugnant to the people of Rhode Island. 
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