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Today, upon learning of the passage of Senate Resolution S0829, which condemns anti-Semitism  “promoted 
by white nationalists and neo-Nazis”, leaders of the RI Coalition for Israel (RICI) expressed concern about what 
they termed the “one-sided nature” of the resolution. Given the possibility that a companion resolution may 
be introduced and acted on in the House in the waning days of the current legislative session, RICI leaders 
called for re-wording of the resolution “to reflect the reality that Jew-hatred in Rhode Island is far from 
belonging only to the right, it is alive and well on the political left too”. 
 
RICI describes itself as “RI’s Jewish/Christian grassroots alliance in support of Israel and traditional Judeo-
Christian values”.  It claims to be Rhode Island’s sole organization working to expose and weaken the Boycott, 
Divest, Sanctions (BDS) movement against Israel as that movement operates in Rhode Island. The group 
(www.ricoalitionforisrael.org) has an active following in Rhode Island that numbers in the hundreds. 
 
“The BDS movement has been declared anti-Semitic not only by American supporters of Israel but also by 
international actors such as the prime minister of Canada and the German Parliament. BDS activists, whose 
goal is the elimination of Israel as the Jewish state, have even been barred from entry to Israel,” according to 
RICI. 
 
“No serious resolution against anti-Semitism can avoid condemnation of the BDS movement,” says Mary 
Greene of Wakefield, President of RICI. The BDS movement finds its support on the left, according to RICI, 
even among those liberal religious groups that condemn right-wing anti-Semitism. 
 
“BDS is indirectly or directly supported by the Jewish Alliance of RI, the Greater RI Board of Rabbis, the RI State 
Council of Churches, the United Methodist Church through the Open Table of Christ in Providence, and the 
United Church of Christ through the Barrington Congregational Church. As to secular groups in RI, it manifests 
itself through Jewish Voice for Peace, Brown Divest movement, Black Lives Matter, the East Bay Citizens for 
Peace, and the Democratic Socialists of America. These connections are all well-documented. Every expression 
of support for BDS contributes to incitement of Jew-hatred in RI”, stated Howard Brown, RICI’s Executive 
Director.  
 

mailto:ricoalitionforisrael@gmail.com
mailto:ricoalitionforisrael@gmail.com
https://upriseri.com/2019-06-11-herb-weiss/
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText19/SenateText19/S0829.htm


 

 

“While RICI is a young and small organization without the resources to lobby the General Assembly and not 
widely recognized by the media, our concerns are not trivial and should be incorporated into any legislation 
regarding anti-Semitism or so-called ‘hate’”, he said. 
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